
A Call To Holiness – Our Brother’s Keeper 
 

As we have learned from previous studies, the church is the body of Jesus 

Christ, an organic covenant community of saints, that is, holy people.  By holy is meant, 

fundamentally, otherness or separateness.  To the question other than what and 

separate from and to what, we answer other than sinful and separate from the world 

and unto God.  We “..  are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 

[God’s] own possession, .. called out of darkness into his marvelous light.  Once you 

were not a people, but now you are God's people; once you had not received mercy, but 

now you have received mercy.”  1 Pe 2:9-10.  The church is a holy community; this is by 

divine decree, definition and design. 

 One of the consequences of being in communion with one another is that 

we are Spiritually bound together in order to be built up together “.. to be a holy 

priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” v. 5.  

We are “.. fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on 

the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 

in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the 

Lord.”  Eph 2:19-21.  Our organic unity requires us to be our brother’s keeper, that is, 

we are to uphold the holy distinctiveness of our unity by holding one another 

accountable for our rds, actions, attitudes, desires, decisions, etc, in other words, for our 

lives.  We are our brother’s keeper!!    

 The pressing question is how do we fulfill this responsibility?  Here, we 

encounter a slight (?) problem: on the one hand the Scripture assures us that we are 

able to instruct one another, Rom 15:14, but on other, we are acutely aware of our own 

fallenness, sins and wickedness.  On the one hand, the New Testament commands us 

to “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in 

all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your 

hearts to God.” Col 3:16, but on the other hand, we “all have sinned and fall short of the 

glory of God,” Rom 3:23, for “Who can say, "I have made my heart pure; I am clean 

from my sin"?  Pro 20:9.  Truly this is a situation that calls for wisdom, humility and 

wisdom.  By the way, the words instruct in Rom 15 and admonish in Col 3, the same 

in the original language, mean to teach with regard to one’s belief and to direct with 

respect to one’s  behavior.  Its broader sense is that of warning and encouraging by 

setting right one’s thoughts in order that one may bring one’s actions in conformity with 

one’s beliefs.  Yes, what we believe determines how we act; our doctrine determines 

our behavior.  This is our collective charge, our reciprocal responsibility. We are our 

brother’s keeper.  How do we go about satisfying this covenant responsibility?  For the 

purposes of this brief report, in two ways: 



Firstly, we seek the Lord’s wisdom.  David prayed, “Show me your ways, LORD, 

teach me your paths. Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my Savior, 

..” Ps 25:4-5.  Life’s situations are often complex and our best knowledge is tainted with 

defects.  Only the Word of God is infallible and profitable for all matters of life, 2 Tim 

3:16-17, and only the Holy Spirit can bring these truths to our minds, mouths, hearts 

and wills.  Therefore, we actively pursue the Lord’s direction in order to meet our current 

demands so that in counseling others, we may say with the Servant, “The Sovereign 

LORD has given me a well-instructed tongue, to know the word that sustains the weary. 

He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being instructed.”  

Isa 50:4. 

Secondly, we are to counsel our brother patiently.  Remember Paul’s instruction 

to Timothy: “ preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, 

and exhort, with complete patience and teaching.” 2 Tim 4:2. (Our emphasis).  This 

entails forbearance with their responses, long-suffering with their attitudes and a self-

restraint which is not vengeful.  Simply stated, we must afford others the opportunity 

and the time to recognize and repent of their sins.  This is especially necessary when 

sound judgment is required in those matters involving “disputable matters”, Rom 14:1 

(NIV), that is, such cases as dancing, card-playing, movie- going, and so on, about 

which Scripture has not directly spoken.  We do well to remember that, in spite of our 

most intense ambitions and notwithstanding our earnest desire to witness a sincere 

change in our brothers and sisters, we are not the Holy Spirit!  It is He alone that 

convicts us of our sins and that empowers us to turn from our transgressions back unto 

the Lord, Jn 16:8-11; Gal 5:16:22-24. 

An integral aspect of patience is our practicing the law of charity- granting 

others the benefit of the doubt.  This means that, unless our brother shows an 

unquestionable disregard for our concerns, a stubborn rejection of our counsel and a 

sustained refusal to change, we are to assume he will “soon” be brought to repentance.  

After all, do we not love him as we love ourselves?  Is not this love one that  “.. is patient 

and kind; [that] does not envy or boast; [that] is not arrogant or rude.”?  Is not our love 

one that “.. does not insist on its own way; [and] is not irritable or resentful”?  Surely!  

Moreover, it “.. bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” 

Above all, it never ends.  1 Cor 13:4-5, 7-8a.  We are our brother’s keeper.   

However, what happens in those unpleasant situations in which our brothers 

reject our counsel? 


